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Welcome to MYP World History! I look forward to a fun-filled year exploring thousands of years of history. In C-5 we will work as a community of learners to go beyond memorization of names and dates to understand the causes and effects of major events throughout the history of the world while also questioning conventional wisdom and historical “truth”. We will work closely with Mr. Cook’s English class to understand how to read and evaluate sources then communicate our understanding through both written and oral media. 
Rules
I ask that you come to class prepared to learn each day with an eager attitude and your required materials. If you each come prepared to learn with an open mind, I promise we will have a lot of fun even while learning about a multitude of people and places that might be completely new to you. In order to insure everyone has the best opportunity to learn and enjoy history, we will create a Humanities Team Contract based on the IB Learner Profile that serves as a pledge between you, your classmates, and your teachers. This contract will also serve as our class “rules”. Our consequences will be decided as a class though serious infractions will be dealt with in concert with parents and administration.
General Classroom procedures

1. Using the Restroom.  You get two freebies per semester.  After that you will be required to make up class time missed during lunch or after school. 

2. Make-up Work. Work due the date of the absence is due the day you return. Work assigned the date of the absence is due 5 days after your return. Check the website to stay abreast of assignments and find a buddy who can collect assignments and explain them to you. Do NOT interrupt class to ask me what you missed. All makeup work must be completed a week before the end of the quarter. 
3. All late work can receive no greater than an 84%. 
4. Homework is due when Ms. Strong asks for it.  If she does not have it in her hand or her Google Drive when requested it will be considered late.  Be organized and prepared.

Materials Needed

· 3-ring binder to share between English and History
· One pack of tab-dividers

· One large desk calendar

· Agenda

· TWO composition notebooks (one for English, one for History)

· Black Pens

· Highlighters

· Pencils

· Notebook Paper

· 3x5" lined notecards

Keeping a Notebook

You are required to keep a joint notebook for World History and English.  I recommend a 1-1/2” notebook.  I will do periodic notebook checks.  Date each assignment, handout or set of notes according to the day it is due for easy organization.  You should place all work in your notebook in the order it is done (chronologically).  You will need to create tabs according to subject.  You will need tabs labeled:

1. Miscellaneous/ Housekeeping

2. Ancient Civilizations 
3. Middle Ages 

4. Globalization Pt.1 

5. Exploration 

6. Revolution! 

7. Modern Conflict 

8. Globalization Pt.2  

A Note about Curriculum

Since this is an MYP course, we must adhere to two separate curriculum guides, they complement each other but I will refer to them separately at times and expect you to know what I am talking about. The NC Essential Standards dictate the content we will address (exactly the names, dates, people, etc.). They also dictate what will be tested by the state at the end of the year. The MYP aims and objectives dictate how we approach our content and how you will be assessed by me on certain assignments (you will know which assignments will use the familiar NC grading scale and which will use the MYP assessment standards at the outset of the assignment, if I do not make this clear please ask for clarification!). 

NC Essential Standards
As NC immerses in the Common Core this year, World History has a new curriculum. Our content will address eight Essential Questions:
1. What tools or resources can be used to understand the creation and development of the world?

2. In what ways have ancient civilizations left a lasting impact on modern society?

3. What effect did conflict and innovation have on Medieval civilization?

4. How were religion, culture, and the quest for knowledge responsible for interactions among global civilizations?

5. How did the motivations for exploration and the period of expansion impact the global community?

6. What were the causes of revolutions and struggles for independence?

7. How did factors such as region, ethnicity, and nationality cause major conflicts among groups and nations?

8. How does global interdependence of nations affect conflicts and socio-political relations?

You’ll notice, these questions align with the tabs in your binder. We will spend approximately one month on each of these questions, allowing for flexibility within these units to explore the areas in which our class is most interested. 

MYP Aims and Objectives
Since the MYP philosophy is used world-wide, the aims and objectives focus on skills and concepts rather than specific content. These will guide us towards our quest to become true historians, rather than regurgitators of facts. 

The Aims of MYP according to the MYP Curriculum Guide (IBO 2012):

The aims of the teaching and learning of MYP humanities are to encourage and enable the student to:

• appreciate the range of human and environmental commonalities and diversities

• understand the interactions and interdependence of individuals, societies and environments in different contexts

• understand how both environmental and human systems operate and evolve over time

• identify and develop a concern for human and environmental well-being

• act upon opportunities to be a responsible global citizen

• develop effective inquiry skills to achieve conceptual understanding in humanities.
We have four objectives that will also be our general areas of MYP Assessment, we will discuss these further in class:

A. Knowing and Understanding

B. Investigating

C. Thinking Critically

D. Communicating

We will approach all our content this year through four key concepts that are the foundation of study in MYP Humanities:

1. Change

2. Time/place/space

3. Global interactions

4. Systems
A Note about Grades

NC Grading Scale

A
100-93

B
  92-85

C
  84-77

D
  76-70

F
   69-0
MYP Assessment Conversions
MYP uses an assessment system of 0-8 but scores given based on this scale do not translate directly into a NC percentage grade, the following is the guide I use:

A
7-8

B
5-6

C
3-4

D
1-2

F
   0

Other Important Notes
· Formal Assessments comprise 70% of your grade. Informal assessments comprise the remaining 30%. 

· Cell Phones are permitted when Ms. Strong says they are. Otherwise they should be away in your bookbag. If Ms. Strong asks you to put away your phone, please comply. Failure to comply will result in referral to the Control Room. 
· Academic Honesty is a personal crusade of Ms. Strong and Mr. Cook’s Humanities Team. We expect all students to abide by the NMHS IB Honor Pledge at all times. Failure to do so will result in a zero on the assignment as well as a parent conference and referral to Ms. Regen.  You will also make Ms. Strong and Mr. Cook very sad, and no one wants this. 

· Get a public library card NOW (as in August or early September). You will be writing a 2000 word research paper in the Spring which will be based entirely on print (NOT internet) sources. 
