2nd SEMESTER MYP RESEARCH PROJECT

For this project, you are going to follow the steps necessary to write a strong research paper.  Read this assignment packet carefully.  Write down all deadlines in your agenda or personal calendar.  Make sure you understand the consequences for missing deadlines and that you are prepared to ask purposeful questions about each part of the project when we discuss it in class.  

Point Values

This research project will count for a significant portion of your second semester grade.  A day late results in an 84%, beyond one day the highest you can receive is a 50%. The due dates below are based on an A-B Schedule. Your due date is the day you have either History or English class. You will turn in each assignment to the class listed in parenthesis below.
SCHEDULE AND DEADLINES



Due Dates (A/B)

Point Value
Library work-day




Quiz on instruction packet (History)


2/11 or 2/12

20

Quiz on MLA format (English)



2/19 or 
2/20

20

Research Question & 2 Sources
(History)

2/25 or 2/26

20
4 Works Cited cards & 40 notecards (English)

3/17 or
3/18

40
    (coded to source) 

Research Question and Outline Draft  (History)

3/31 or 4/1

80
6 Works Cited cards & 70 notecards (English)

4/14 or 4/15

80
    (coded to outline) 

Introduction, THESIS, Outline, Conclusion (History)
4/22 or 4/23

100
First Draft (for an in-class editing session) (English)
5/6   or 5/7

100

FINAL PAPER WILL BE DUE May 14th or 15th – COUNTS 300 POINTS in History AND English!!!!
TOPIC SELECTION:

Topic options are listed at the end of this packet.  You may choose one of these topics for the second deadline, or a different topic if approved by your history teacher, and phrase your area of research in the form of a QUESTION.  To begin learning about your topic, start with your textbook and see if it has any helpful material.  Browsing the library or the Internet is also a good idea.  You need to get the basics down before you can conduct meaningful searches, so look for the simple “who, what, where, when, why” kinds of information.

If you think of ideas for sources, write them down.  Take a few minutes during lunch or after school to check on sources in the library, especially the Public Library access.  When using the catalog, remember to ask for general subjects rather than specific ones.  Check the Internet (see Electronic Reference information and Useful Websites) ASAP.  

Once you have some details about your topic, search the public library but especially the college library online catalogs (see Useful Websites).  You cannot check out books from UNCC, but you can go there and work quietly on note cards.  Davidson does not want high school students using their library but some of you may know faculty or staff who can check out books for you.  The public library has plenty of useful sources but you must plan ahead.  You will not be able to find all the sources you need at your local branch, plan ahead and order books to be picked up at your local branch.  Do an online search and request books to be sent to your branch or plan for a trip to the Main library in Downtown Charlotte.  
SOURCES AND NOTES:
SOURCES:  You must use at least six sources, at least three standard books (NOT textbooks), at least two primary sources.  Primary sources may be separate sources, or they may be substantial sections you found in a secondary source.  Do not use isolated quotations in secondary sources as if you had found a primary source; only when a lengthy excerpt of a document appears in a source can you count it as a primary source.  For example, a book on Cicero might include an appendix of his speeches.  That would count as a primary source.  An isolated quotation may lead you to a good primary source (check the bibliographies and notes of secondary sources to find other sources).  Up to half of the total number of your sources may be from the Internet, all Internet sources MUST BE PRIMARY!


Secondary sources need to be by scholarly, reputable historians (Michael Moore would be disqualified)   One of the quickest ways to get in trouble on a paper of this nature is to use material from a disreputable or offbeat historian and claim that their judgment is correct without using any further backup.  Be sure to pick sources that are solid.  Ask about using any questionable source in advance.  I expect you will discard some sources after a while because they will be too general or irrelevant to your thesis.  You will also likely be adding sources you find later in the process.


After topic selection ends, NON-SPECIALIST ENCYCLOPEDIAS ARE OFF LIMITS;  this includes multi-volume written and on-line encyclopedias.  NO TEXTBOOKS, HISTORICAL NOVELS, POPULAR MAGAZINES (People Magazine, etc.), WIKIPEDIA, OR THE LIKE.  Consider periodical sources;  American Heritage, Current History, and World Press Review are 3 good ones in the NMHS library.  Use extreme caution with the Internet.  The Internet is a great way to get primary sources, but because it is largely unregulated, there is a great deal of misinformation and speculation.   If you use a prohibited or questionable source, it will seriously affect your grade.  Also, sources that buy and sell papers are prohibited, as are all forms of plagiarism.
On the back of each source card include an OPVL – about 25-40 words in phrases, which describes the source – the type, level of sophistication, credentials of the author, uses you can make.  
SOURCE CARDS:  Skim a source quickly; if it looks useful, make a Works Cited card with the needed information.  At the bottom, note where you got the source and the call number if it’s from a library.  Also, state what parts of the source were useful and for what reasons  This is necessary because you will not be able to check out books for months on end.  Doing this makes it possible for you to get back to the source later if you need to check facts or find last-minute details.  (This information is not included on your Works Cited page.) List only one source per card, and follow the correct format for doing so.  Use the Works Cited packet I gave you at the beginning of the year.  Coding is critical -- source number in the top right.  The number you choose isn’t important; what is important is coding the notecards with the same number as that particular source.  See Sample Cards for more details.
NOTECARDS:  Include only one note per notecard, which means one piece of information or one quotation.  Write in note form, in your own words, except when quoting; use quotation marks any time you copy verbatim.  It is better to quote from primary sources; try not to quote from secondary sources.  Many notecards will include only a few words.  You may think you are wasting cards this way -- you are not.  This will help you sort your information and set up your outline, and you will get to 70 notecards much faster this way.  You can certainly go over 70 notecards.


From the moment you start making notecards, you must code them to a source card and include the page number (source #, page # in top right corner of card).  Don’t forget the page numbers!  I will give you information later about coding Internet sources.  If you can print it out, label page numbers from that.  Also, you must record the date every time you visit a website. When you code in the top right, DO NOT CODE ALL YOUR CARDS 1-2-3-4 BECAUSE THAT WAS THE ORDER IN WHICH YOU TOOK THEM.  This serves no purpose whatsoever.  If you have some deep desire to color code your cards, you can, but I will not accept that as a substitute for my coding system.  


At first, you will not be able to code your cards to an outline, so don’t try.  Only after you have an outline can you code to the major topics and subtopics (IA, IB1, IB2, etc.)  Write these in pencil, because your outline will grow and change. When I do the second notecard check, the cards will have to be in the same order as your outline.  


By fanning the cards, you can check for several things.  If you flip the cards on the right side, you can tell whether you are using one or two sources entirely too much.  If you flip on the left, you can find gaps or excesses in your outline.  You need to check both carefully as you go along so that you won’t have any late-night emergency repair jobs.  See Sample Cards for examples.


Cards may be kept in a baggie, plastic file, or expandable wallet to protect them.  However, when you turn them in, rubberband them together and put your name on the scoring sheet, folded so I can clearly see it, with Works Cited cards together just below the sheet and notecards underneath.  Once you start writing your outline, keep the notecards in order by your outline.
THESIS AND OUTLINE:
Please type (AND SAVE!!!!) all work for your thesis and outlines.  The first time you turn in your outline, you will have to decide which topic you will choose and state your topic in the form of a question.  You need to stick to the topics given.  Only in special cases will I let you deviate from that topic (you will have to have a conference with me after school first to discuss this, before you reach the deadline).  Your thesis will be stated at the top of the page, followed by your outline.

The second time you submit your outline, you will be writing the introduction and conclusion to your paper.  The introduction will go at the top of the page before the outline and be double-spaced, followed by the outline single-spaced, followed by the conclusion double-spaced.
Your outline serves several purposes.  First, it is your growing plan of attack for your topic.  Second, it is your organizing guide as you write.  Third, it is your reader’s guide.  It should change and grow until you write your final paper, which you will do as part of your exam grade in May.  Your outline should reflect the relative importance of your various subtopics.  Some main topics may have one or two items, others five or six.  The parts of your outline which have the most detail will also be the sections in your paper that are the most important.  The entire outline should include 3-6 main topics.  For the first deadline, it must be at least 25 lines long.  For all others, it should be between 30 and 50 lines long.


As you begin your outline, begin with 3-4 main topics first, and skip several lines after each topic.  As your information grows, you can fill in the spaces with details that become your subtopics.  You will have to rewrite your outline fewer times this way.

OUTLINE FORM:  The outline form is as follows: Capital Roman Numeral, Capital English Letter, Arabic numeral, lower case English letter, lower case Roman numeral.  No A without B, no 1 without 2.  No dashes like I use when I give you notes.  Nothing in your outline should take up more than one line on the page.  You should NOT write in sentences; all outline points should be phrases/fragments.  You should not have any outline topics that say “Introduction” or “Conclusion.”  Outline is to be single-spaced.   Note the format for a first draft : 

I. Europe and France in 750 AD


A. End of Mayor of Palace System


B. Turmoil in Frankish Kingdom

II. Charlemagne’s Rise to Power


A. Family status


B. Accession to power


C. Coronation

III. Charlemagne’s Attitude Toward


A. Government


B. Progress


C. War


D. Education

IV. Charlemagne’s Successors


A. Failure of his son, Louis the Pious


B. His grandsons



1. Lothair



2. Charles the Bald



3. Louis the German




a. Government




b. Family troubles




c. Rivalry with brothers




d. Land losses





i. Thuringia





ii. Lombardy


C. Empire’s collapse


D. Empire’s legacy

V. Continuation of Charlemagne’s Ideas 

INTRODUCTION AND CONCLUSION
Each should be 100-160 words and should contain your clear thesis statement.  The wording of the introduction should catch the reader’s attention and make them want to read more.  It should also be more general than the conclusion.  The conclusion should reiterate all your main points.  An easy way to do this is to take each of the main points in your outline (the Roman numerals) and write one sentence that clearly summarizes that point.  Read the introduction and conclusion together (out loud!) to be sure they match each other and your outline.  A conclusion that contradicts the thesis or introduction can destroy your grade.  

Examples for an introduction (Thesis in Bold):

GOOD: The highest award a European statesman can win is the Charlemagne Prize, named for one of the greatest leaders in European history.  In claiming the title of Holy Roman Emperor in 800 AD, Charlemagne set out to restore to Western Europe the power and glory of Rome.  He faced many obstacles to his reign from inside and outside the empire and solved these problems using a variety of methods.  While his empire lasted only a generation after his death, he was responsible for at least temporarily uniting much of Europe.  Charlemagne excelled in the roles of administrator, Christian ruler, and patron of the arts, but it was as military conqueror that he demonstrated his finest skills.
BAD:  Charlemagne was the king of the Franks about 800 AD.  He was made Holy Roman Emperor, and while checking up on the nobles using missi dominici, he had to fight the Germanic tribes on the western border and force them to become Christians.  His empire was the largest in Europe since before when the Roman Empire collapsed because of a lot of pressures.  When he died, his empire went to his son, Louis the Pious.  When he died, his empire got split up between Lothair, Charles the Bald and Louis the German.  Charlemagne brought many needed changes to Frankish government.

Examples for a conclusion:

GOOD:  By 1519, the Aztec Empire in Mexico ruled 80,000 square miles of territory and fifteen million people.  By 1521, Cortes and the Spanish had captured the great city of Tenochtitlan and decimated the Aztec population through disease and warfare.  However, the Aztecs had set the stage for their own downfall for almost a century before the first Spaniard ever set foot in the New World. The oppression of the poor by the temple priests had caused people to turn away from religion and more to pursuing their own happiness.  The wars fought by the Aztecs had brought them numerous enemies who were easily persuaded into an alliance against them. Finally, the poor leadership of Montezuma had weakened them and left them vulnerable to claims that the ancient god Quetzalcoatl would soon return. When the white Spanish “gods” arrived to claim Mexico for Spain, the Aztec Empire was already rotting from within.

BAD:  In conclusion, there are many reasons why the Aztec Empire fell.  Some of them are because the New World explorers arrived.  The greedy Spanish under Hernan Cortes only cared about gold and being famous.  They didn’t care anything about the Aztecs or that they were the reason people ended up dying.  Smallpox killed millions of people for Cortes, but he did not cause the deaths on purpose with smallpox.  He did cause a lot of deaths by making alliances with Aztec’s enemies, especially the city-state of Tlaxcala.  Also, the Aztec religion was not doing enough to help the poor people.  Also, Montezuma should have been a better leader and not been fooled into thinking Cortes was a god.  If it hadn’t been for that, the Aztec Empire might still be here today.

SCORING:
Read the notecard, Works Cited card, thesis, outline, and Introduction/Conclusion rubrics (for use on the deadlines).  These are a quick way to respond to many students.  Some will come back with a note that says SEE ME.  It will usually mean that you have made some error(s) that would require a lengthy note.  If you get one of those, respond as quickly as you can.  I will try to be available before and after school as much as possible.  As I score you, I will keep a running log of your various sub-deadlines and deadlines, which will become your final grade sheet.  You need to keep your various rubrics in case I make a recording error, but you do not need to turn them in with the next deadline.  


Be aware that you can lose between 20 and 50 points for missing deadlines.  

SCORING RUBRICS
NOTECARDS
____ MINIMUM NUMBER OF CARDS

____ HAS NO MORE THAN ONE NOTE PER NOTECARD

____ CODED CORRECTLY TO SOURCE (SOURCE CARD #, PAGE # IN TOP RIGHT)

____ CORRECTLY CODED TO & IN ORDER BY ROMAN NUMERALS  (TOP LEFT)

____ EVIDENCE OF GOOD NOTETAKING SKILLS (NOTES, NOT VERBATIM, NOT SENTENCES,


IN STUDENT’S PHRASING, ONE TOPIC PER CARD)

____ EVIDENCE OF SEVERAL DIRECT QUOTATIONS FROM PRIMARY SOURCES & HISTORIANS
WORKS CITED CARDS
____ HAS CORRECT NUMBER OF TOTAL SOURCES AND AT LEAST 2 PRIMARY SOURCES

____ INTERNET SOURCES ARE NOT MORE THAN 1/2 OF TOTAL

____ HAS CORRECT WORKS CITED INFORMATION, IN PROPER FORMAT

____ CODED CORRECTLY (SOURCE # ONLY, TOP RIGHT)

____ GOOD QUALITY SOURCES (No unacceptable encyclopedias/textbooks/other; no middle-school types)

THESIS STATEMENT
____ THESIS IS WELL-CHOSEN 
AND CLEARLY STATES AN ARGUABLE POSITION
____ THESIS MATCHES OUTLINE 

OUTLINE
____ OUTLINE USES CORRECT FORMAT (NUMBERING, INDENTS, CAPITALIZATION, PHRASES)

____ OUTLINE HAS MIN. ____ MAX. 50 LINES 


____ OUTLINE HAS A CLEAR FOCUS 

____ OUTLINE IS LOGICALLY ORDERED

____ OUTLINE HAS A SUFFICIENT LEVEL OF DETAIL 

INTRODUCTION

____ Narrative Hook 



Circle any of the following:

____ Thesis Statement 



misspellings

grammatical errors

____ Previewed Arguments listed 


punctuation errors
pointless words

____ Between 100 and 160 words


run-ons


fragments




____ Paragraph flows smoothly/easy to follow

CONCLUSION

____Thesis statement restated in an interesting way

____ Main points of the paper explained, each in its own sentence (these were listed in the introduction)

____ Between 100 and 160 words


____ Paragraph flows smoothly/easy to follow

____ Last sentence: clear, direct, and forceful, or is it vague, boring, and unimaginative?

____ Do the introduction and conclusion match the outline?  
Are they too similar?

Circle the same writing mistakes as listed on the Introduction Rubric.

TOPIC CHOICES
 
If you have another topic in mind, check with your History teacher to get it approved. 

Note the time limits and DO NOT go beyond them.
Categories and suggestions:
Time Range

Importance of ONE trade good to the world economy OR compare and contrast TWO
1600-1900

Non-Western rebellion or revolution
1700-1930


Haiti, Mexico, Boxer, Taiping, Young Turks, Meiji

War or independence movement (not including US, Canada, Western Europe)
1700-1980


focus on either causes OR effects;


e.g. Boer War, Opium Wars, any Latin American or African nation, 

Fall of Ottoman Empire, Qing Dynasty (China), Mughal Empire (India)
1800-1920

Rise of Russian or Japanese empires
1700-1900

Imperialism in Africa or Asia, focusing on the specific victim nation, not the Imperial power   1750-1900

Intellectual development of one specific figure
1650-1900

e.g. Descartes, Newton, Adam Smith, Marx, Malthus, 

ONE Civil War: Chinese, Mexican Revolution, Vietnam War
20th Century

 FINAL RESEARCH PAPER SPECIFICATIONS

The final paper must be typed in black ink; double-spaced for the most part; 10-12 point standard font (no script fonts); no folders or plastic covers.  You must have at least 1500 words but no more than 2000 words in the actual exam essay, not counting the title or Works Cited pages.

FINAL PAPER must be organized as follows:  (#1-4 stapled in this order)

1. Title page with signed pledge (no artwork or colors, please)

2. Outline (it acts as a table of contents), single spaced

3. Paper on next page, double spaced, one side only, page numbers at bottom right, standard


spacing between paragraphs (no extra space in between with indents left out)
4. Works Cited - with these words as a centered heading, organized alphabetically by author’s


last name (sources without authors listed by the first important word in the title)

5. 70+ notecards and 6+ source cards – to turn in that day

TITLE PAGE:  Title is centered 1/3 of the way down the page.  

Name, date, class, word count are on bottom right of page.  You 

will be expected to sign a standard honor pledge on your 

paper.  You should type the pledge as follows and sign your name 

at the end:  “I affirm that I have neither given nor received 

unauthorized aid on this paper, nor have I plagiarized.”  

STYLE:  Simple is best.  Write directly in a straightforward style.  

Do not use flowery, descriptive writing (that is more appropriate for 

English class).  Don’t try to impress your readers with big words.  

Avoid convoluted syntax and eschew obfuscation (look it up).  If I

think you are using words you don’t understand or that sound like 

an expert’s, I’ll quiz you.  Use vocabulary that is appropriate to your 

topic.  Check the information on Plagiarism again (the 

Boraks article) to make sure you aren’t plagiarizing unintentionally.

INTERNAL CITATIONS:   Your paper must contain a minimum of 10 internal citations (see separate instruction page).  The biggest question is what to cite.  The simple answer is:    1) all direct quotations, in quotation marks;    2) any kind of statistic;   3) contradictory or controversial information or judgments that are not yours;     4) ideas that are directly attributable to a particular person or historian which are not general knowledge.  Do not use footnotes or endnotes.  The internal citation goes at the end of the noted material and refers the reader to a source in the Works Cited with the author’s last name and a page number:


The reason that Caesar was able to conquer Britain was “the lack of organization.  The British chieftains fought among themselves constantly and found no common cause against us.”  (Taft 345)  

It is better to cite too often than not enough; there is no maximum number of citations.  They are included in the word count, however.

Recommended Internet Sites

Some of these websites will help you with nearly any topic while some are topic specific.  The internet is probably the easiest place to find primary sources but you MUST verify that the website you are using is legitimate.  Typing a search command into Google will yield millions of results, most of which will have absolutely nothing to do with your topic and many of which were posted by amateur historians with an agenda.  Use the following website to assess the value of your websites:  http://www.virtualsalt.com/evalu8it.htm.  

The following is a short list of really good, pre-vetted sites that I have found helpful in my personal research.  Some of these sites have links to sites that are not so good.  You need to do an evaluation on each individual site you use. YOU MAY ONLY USE INTERNET SITES FOR PRIMARY SOURCES! 

www.fordham.edu/halsall - a seemingly endless index of primary sources from all times and regions.

http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/major.htm - many primary sources related to American history.  This essay is not an American history essay but you can still find some gems at this site.

http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk - Largely American and British encyclopedia-type entries.  I recommend using this site for background information as well as for links to other useful sites.  I would not recommend using this as a final source for your works cited.  Use it to point you in the right direction.  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history - sweeping history that includes points of contention.  This might be a good place to start looking for a direction to point your thesis.  Like “Spartacus” this site is broad and only under special circumstances would I be okay with seeing this on your final works cited list.

http://www.pbs.org/history/
http://eudocs.lib.byu.edu/index.php/Main_Page - primary sources related to European history

http://www.lib.washington.edu/subject/History/RUSA/ - Links to good websites as well as an evaluative tool to judge the quality of your websites.  

As a note: .com means it is a commercial site typically set up to make money.  .com does not necessarily mean the site is of no value but it should make you look to see if the site is pushing an agenda.  Similarly, .edu means the site is hosted by a college or university.  This does not necessarily mean it is flawless.  Often Undergraduates set up websites for class projects that are full of flaws.  In addition, professors are certainly not free from bias.  Do not assume that since your website ends in .edu it must be a reliable site.  I cannot stress enough that you MUST MAKE YOUR OWN EVALUATION of each website you use for your essay.  
How to make your NOTECARDS

Source Card:

Your source card should include the complete, correctly formatted citation, a short description of where you found the book (library, call number, etc) and an annotation of why the source is useful/ trustworthy on the back.  This is all explained in more detail earlier in the packet.  
Notecard:
Your notecard should have ONE piece of information.  You are not wasting paper by only putting one per card, you are making your life infinitely easier when it comes to actually putting all your information together and writing your essay.  You MUST include the source number (as listed on the top right corner of your source card) and the page number from which you got your information.  Without these two pieces of information you will not be able to find the fact again without re-reading all of your sources.  Writing the Source number and page number will help prevent plagiarism.  And as you know, plagiarism makes me cry.  
Works Cited and Internal Citations
1. When you directly quote an author or paraphrase someone else’s information or ideas without introducing the author:

· “The tragedy of the Great Leap led him to search for political virtue in areas removed from the apparent corruption of the Communist Party” (Suri 115).

· The Great Leap caused Wu Han to cut links with the Communist Party (Suri 115).

2. When you directly quote an author or paraphrase someone else’s information or ideas after introducing the author.

· Jeremi Suri said, ““The tragedy of the Great Leap led him to search for political virtue in areas removed from the apparent corruption of the Communist Party” (115).

· Jeremi Suri argued the Great Leap caused Wu Han to cut links with the Communist Party (115).

3. Your citations on your Works Cited page should look like:

Book with a single author

Suri, Jeremi. Power and Protest. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2003. Print.

Excerpt from a book that has a collection of sources

Billington, Ray Allen. “Frontier Democracy.” Major Problems in American History: Volume II Since 1865. Ed. Elizabeth Cobbs Hoffman and Jon Gjerde. New York: Houghton Mifflin, 2002. 51-57. Print. 
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