IB HISTORY - HIGHER LEVEL SYLLABUS 

TWENTIETH CENTURY INTERNATIONAL HISTORY

Ms. Strong
Readings/Notebook

A History of the Modern World    Palmer, Colton, and Kramer

This is primarily for background reading at home.  You will be given study questions to accompany all assignments which will prepare you for class discussions and for reading quizzes.

Supplemental Readings    various authors  

These readings will be posted on our Google Classroom site (classroom.google.com). If access will be an issue, please let me know. The majority of our readings will be disseminated in this manner. 
You will be expected to maintain a notebook of all notes and materials relevant to this course.  At the beginning of the year and when we review for exams, I will ask you to bring in your US History notebooks (whether you had IB or AP last year) and check them for a grade.

Divide your notebook for this class into five sections:


The Americas

Causes, Practices, and Effects of War



Rise and Rule of Single-Party States



The Cold War




Exams and Papers

I will always inform you under which category to place your notes and handouts.  I reserve the right at any time to make surprise inspections worth 5-10 points. 

IB Curriculum and Exams

PAPER ONE:  Students taking exams will answer questions from the Prescribed Subject: Peacemaking, Peacekeeping: International Relations 1918-1936.
There are four questions per topic, ranging in value from 1 to 8 points.  Preparation for this paper will also assist in developing the Internal Assessment paper.
















20% of IB Grade
PAPER TWO:  Students will answer two questions from thirty, each from a different topic.  There are five topics, with six questions each.  The five topics are:


1) Causes, Practices, and Effects of War


2) Democratic States – challenges and responses

3) Origins and Development of Authoritarian and Single-Party States
4) Nationalist and Independence Movements in Africa and Asia and post-1945 Central and Eastern European States

5) The Cold War
We will prepare for the three topics in bold above.  Many of the essay questions will require students to compare topics from two different regions.  




25% of IB Grade
PAPER THREE:  Students will answer three questions from a list of twenty-four.  This paper concerns the Regional Area of Study:  History of the Americas.  Thus, many of the questions will ask students to compare two countries within the region.  The majority of the material to be studied for this exam will derive from the junior year.  However, we will have a very important unit on the Mexican Revolution.  We will also continuously put Paper 1 and 2 topics in context of American issues of the time; hence, The Americas tab in your notebook.
35% of IB Grade
INTERNAL ASSESSMENT:  Students will complete a 2000-word historical investigation of some aspect of the twentieth century.  Selection of topics will be restricted.  The format for all papers is prescribed by IB, and students must choose topics that will allow for the analysis of both primary sources and historiographical viewpoints.  Topic selection will begin in October, and the final paper will be due in February. 















20% of IB Grade

Grading System 
The percentages given above are those used by IB to determine a student’s score in history and convert it to the scale of 1-7.  My grading system is based on points which range from 5 to 25.  Most small assignments are worth 5 points.  Reading quizzes are worth 10 points.  Essays are typically worth 20 points, with the exception of DBQs, which are worth 25.  Formal Assessments (tests, formal discussions, and projects) account for 70% of the overall average. Informal Assessments (daily assignments, class participation, and quizzes) account for the remaining 30%. Students will be graded based on the total number of points available, and a converted scale will be used to compute quarter grades.  (In other words, 95 points out of a possible 120 is not a C; it is likely a solid B.)  Students’ grades are based on this scaled system, not on the person with the highest point total in the class.  This scale changes throughout the year based on the essays and expected growth. By the end of the year the following scale will be applied:
IB Score

NC Percentage
16-20

93-100

13-15

85-92

9-12

77-84

4-8

70-76

0-3

0-69

Retesting: According to CMS, the highest grade you can receive on a retest is an 84%. The unique nature of IB assessments means only certain assessments will be eligible to be retested. 
IB Honor Policy
It is expected that you follow all expectations of the IB honor policy. Plagiarism, collusion, and other forms of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. Any violation will be addressed with the IB coordinator, parents, and administration. You are months away from college, academic honesty is your responsibility. Cheating won’t really help you in this class anyway, but it will make me really upset if you try. 
Course Outline
All dates for units are approximate.  Specific assignment dates are NOT approximate; I will notify you if extenuating circumstances require an adjustment.
	Unit
	Length
	TOK Link
	Major Deadlines

	World War I
	2 weeks
	What is identity? Is it created or innate?
	

	Interwar Period
	2 weeks 
	How does perspective change understanding?
	Summer reading discussion

9/29-30

	China under Mao
	3 weeks
	What is power?
	

	Fascism and Nazism
	3 weeks
	What makes an individual believe in anything?
	Extended Essay Due 11/1!!!!

	World War II
	3 weeks
	If two competing paradigms give different explanations

of a phenomenon, how can we decide which is correct?
	Internal Assessment Draft Due 12/18

	Cold War
	5 weeks
	See above
	Final Internal Assessment Due 2/6

	Peron and Castro
	4 weeks
	What is the role of government? Who decides what is “good”?
	

	Mexican Revolution
	3 weeks
	Who decides “truth”? What knowledge issues are associated with the creation of a meta-narrative?
	

	IB Exam Review
	4 weeks
	
	IB Exams 5/14, 5/15 and 5/18!!!!!


There will be some topics, such as the Holocaust or the Korean War, which will not be discussed at great length.  If you are highly interested in one of these areas, consider it for your Internal Assessment topic.

Absences
If you know that you are going to be absent from my class, you must notify me in advance ASAP.  This includes college visitations, competitions, and club activities.  I strongly urge you to consider taking all college days 1st semester as opposed to 2nd.  I also encourage you not to make plans for April, when we review for exams, because I need each and every one of you in class. I repeat, DO NOT BE ABSENT IN APRIL!!!!!!
Depending on the lessons I have prepared for the day you are absent, you could have a small amount of work to make up, or you could have an essay to write.  You must have an excused absence.  (If your absence is not excused by the office as shown on my computer, you are required to bring an excused absence slip.)  I am very serious when it comes to attendance; students who miss my class more than once per quarter have a difficult time catching up on their work and maintaining their grades.
You will receive a detailed syllabus at the start of each semester with specific readings and assignments to be completed. It is your responsibility to keep up, even when you are absent. You can always check our classroom.google.com website or your detailed syllabus to know what you missed.
Late Work
I do not accept late work for full credit, unless there are extenuating circumstances that are confirmed by a parent/guardian.  Acceptable reasons would include family member in the emergency room, flight home cancelled due to snow, and so forth.  Unacceptable reasons would include car died, printer ran out of ink, checked in late to school, forgot, etc.  In addition, all assignments must be turned in as a hard copy or through Google Classroom to be considered on time.  I will NOT accept your flash drive or an email.  Find a way to print or post!
Cell Phone Policy
Cell phones are permitted in class for certain activities. If there is a family emergency that requires you have access to your phone during low-tech times please let me know before you pull your phone out. You are almost college freshmen. Technology is unavoidable but there is conclusive evidence that splitting your attention between your phone and lecture or homework/reading results in significant disruption of learning. Take responsibility for your own future. That being said, if your phone is a distraction to others, I will ask you to put it away. If you do not comply, you will be referred to the Control Room. 
So What’s the Point?  

This is your last year of high school.  You are expected to carry a heavy course-load and maintain good grades.  We anticipate you will perform well on IB Exams, but your teachers are more concerned with teaching you the skills to succeed in college than we are with getting all 6’s and 7’s.  If you give the IB Program your best efforts all year, you will be better prepared for college than 99% of your fellow freshmen.  

Contacting Me
The best way to reach me is via email at amye.strong@cms.k12.nc.us. I check my messages daily, usually when I get home from school (so don’t email me at 9 pm and expect to get a reply that same day). If you have any questions about assignments or deadlines, please email me.  I would rather answer your questions than have you fail an assignment because you missed something. 
I would like to take a moment to say how very excited I am about the upcoming school year. I personally, adore 20th Century History and love teaching this class.  I hope you have as much fun learning.  If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me.  Your Senior year will be the hardest year of your life so far but it also has the potential to be the most fun.  Jump in with both feet and you will not regret it!

