Primary Source Reading Guide


1. Who wrote this document? (This includes a name, but also should include where the author is from, who the author represents, the role of the author – do they have an interest in this conflict? Will they gain an advantage by the victory of one side?)

2. When was this document written? What else was happening in the world that might affect the event this document directly relates to? 

3. Where was this document written? How might this affect the author’s perspective?

4. What is the purpose of this document? (Pay attention to audience. Who is supposed to read this document? How might the audience affect the tone of the author?) 

5. How does the who, what, when, and where you have identified affect how you understand the document? What can you trust as fact, what shows perspective, does the author have a reason to mislead the reader?

6. Provide a brief summary of the text of the document. What are the big ideas? How does this document relate to other documents we have read? How might it affect future events we have not yet learned about? 

7. What questions do you have after reading and processing this document? 

